Born 1st September, 1937 in Messina, Sicily, Italy

M aestro V incenzo L o C astro, known by his friends, family and pupils simply
as “ E nzo”, was a remarkable violin player, teacher and mentor who had shaped the
way in which the violin wa s being taught in the R epublic of S outh A frica.

O riginally hailing from I taly, M aestro L o C astro was born in M essina, on the
island of S icily, I taly, in 1937 where he began v iolin lessons under L uigi F erro. When
he was 16 years old , E nzo began violin lessons with another teacher, M aestro C aruso.

S panning two decades in Italy, E nzo’s career saw him perform

at various

venues, one being the most prestigious of Italian theatres, the “ T eatro alla S cala”, or
simply called “ L a S cala”, in Milan, where he worked as an orchestral player,
chamber musician, recording artist and part -time teacher.

D uring his time as a musician at

L a S cala, Enzo became good friends with
great conductors, C laudio A bbado and R iccardo M uti. It was at this ti me that Enzo
met his next teacher, mentor and best friend, M ario F erraris, who at the time, was the
Concertmaster of the orchestra. M ario F erraris was a student of virtuoso violinist
S alvatore A ccardo, who also gave regular master classes to Enzo.

E nzo progressed and joined the Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI di
Torino (RAI Orchestra) based in Turin , where he worked and accompanied famous
artists such as A rturo B enedetti M ichelangeli on many tours in Italy and abroad.

F amous commercial artists of the time , such as, J ulio I glesias, D iana R oss
and T ina T urner toured with Sinfonica RAI with whom Enzo worked, both on tour and
in the RAI recording studios in Milan.

A particularly memorable occasion was when Enzo was hired for a live studio
performance, to play and record strings with the world renowned Swedish band
A BBA, a career highlight for him.

D uring

E nzo’s time as an orchestral and chamber musician, he worked with

and accompanied great soloists, both violinists and pianists, of the 20 t h Century
such as, D avid O istrakh, H enryk S zeryng, N athan M ilstein, Y ehudi M enuhin, S alvatore

A ccardo, C hristian F erras, A rthur G rumiaux, I da H aendel, I tzhak P erlman, A aron
R osand, A rthur R ubenstein, Y uri B raginsky , L eonid K ogan, S viatoslav Richter and
others. In the future, A aron R osand in particular, would become a close personal
friend of Enzo.

E nzo

would often comment that D avid O istrakh was the greatest virtuoso

violinists of the 20 t h Century, and studied his techniques throughout his life with
great intensity and enthusiasm .

E nzo’s start to his South African career began when he was invited to South
A frica by P rofessor L eo Q uayle to play in the PACT Orchestra (Performing Arts
Council of the Transvaal) in Pretoria, situated in the province of Gaute ng.

H e continued playing professionally for the KwaZulu-Natal Philharmonic
Orchestra (KZNPO) in Durban , situated in the province of KwaZulu -Natal.

E nzo also played regularly with the SABC Radio Orchestra (South African
Broadcasting Radio Orchestra) where he remained as an active musician for many
years.

D uring A aron R osand’s tours to South Africa, both he and Enzo became great
friends, and their friendship remained for many years. R osand would invite Enzo to
his home in Connecticut w hen Enzo travelled to the United S tates of America,
accompanied by his son, Marcello, and daughter, Raffaella.

T he

highlight of the Rosand trip was to hear Aaron Rosand perform in

private whilst playing on his violin, the 1741 ex-Kochanski Guarneri Del Gesu'.

In 2009 Rosand sold his Guarneri Del Gesu' marking the end of his illustrious career. At the
time Mr Rosand commented, “I just felt as if I left part of my body behind. It was my voice. It was my career.”

The ex-Kochanski is considered one of the finest Guarneri instruments in existence. Like many
famous violins, it acquired the name of one of its owners, Paul Kochanski, a Polish virtuoso who died in
1934.

I n the picturesque coa stal town of Durban , South Africa, Enzo established
himself as a M aster teacher of the violin where he taught approximately 200 pupils
over a period of three decades.

P resently,

many of Enzo’s pupils are professional performing musician s,

teachers and artists all over the world.

E nzo has always had one simple teaching philosophy: He always sought for
perfection in his work and everything he did.

M aestro V incenzo

L o C astro believed in discipline and hard work when it came to

mastering the violin he loved with such immense passion.

Throughout his playing and teaching career he approached playing and teaching the violin
with a high degree of technicality, with the aim of interpreting a musical score accurately as intended
by classical composers.

During casual conversation, V incenzo was often heard speaking of how his students should
grow and aspire for technical perfection, and would often recite the names of the great virtuoso violinists
of the age that were of influence to him and his teaching techniques.

Below a series of black and white pictures showing a young E nzo

playing in various

recording studios situated at the RAI (Radiotelevisione Italiana) in Milano, Italy. Note the “E nzo” tags
placed within in the pictures where M aestro V incenzo is sitting.

Enzo in a RAI studio during a recording session in the 1960’s, Italy (Right)

E nzo recorded regularly with various famous commercial artists during the 1960’s and 1970’s
whilst living in Italy.

Enzo in a RAI studio during a recording session with commercial artists, Italy (Centre Left)

E nzo began his violin Studio and teaching career in Italy before immigrating permanently to
South Africa in 1982, where he continued teaching violin at various educational facilities whilst
continuing to build his Studio and reputation as a Master violin teacher in the country.

Below a series of colour pictures from the 1970’s showing E nzo instructing a promising young
Italian student, Nicole Rosalindo, at his Studio in Milano, Italy.

I n this series, E nzo is shown playing and interpreting a piece of music for Nicole as part of
his instruction, in addition to finger, bow, arm and violin corrective positioning.

Enzo playing a piece of music for Nicole Rosalindo at his Studio in Milano, Italy

Enzo playing with Nicole Rosalindo during instructions at his Studio in Milano, Italy

Enzo instructing Nicole Rosalindo on finger, bow, arm and violin corrective positioning

M aestro V incenzo’s finger positioning on the Violin Bow...

E nzo began his violin Studio in South Africa during the early 1980’s, whilst teaching violin at
various educational facilities in the pretty coastal town of Durban., Natal.

E nzo’s

Studio attracted a range of students with a passion for violin, eager to learn the

instrument and the techniques required to become a virtuoso.

T he Studio accepted students from a young age.

E nzo

believed deeply that the

earlier a young person started playing the violin, the eas ier it would be to instruct
the young violinists in adopting the correct technical as pects of playing the
instrument.

E nzo

felt that finger, bow, arm and vi olin positioning was of utmost

importance. Without the correct playing techniques taught from a young age,
interpreting musical com positions from the classical master composers would be
challenging.

M any

of

E nzo’s

students appreciated his mentorship, and most of his students would

remain part of his Studio for many years, whilst demanding the highest levels of dedication from them.

T he majority of his Student who started with E nzo would go on to accomplish great
achievements in their early musical careers, winning many music competitions held
nationally, in South Africa, and internationally.

Below a series of colour pictures, certificates, concert programmes and newspaper articles
from the 1980’s, 1990’s and 2000’s celebrating a selection of E nzo’s students and their achievements.

A Festival Programme leaflet produced for the Christmas
Violin Festival organised by Enzo for his most promising up and
coming students.

Enzo frequently organised violin festivals and small orchestral
ensembles for students under instruction by him.

Note the students listed below from Enzo’s Studio for the
Festival

The Christmas Violin Festival was held in Durban, South
Africa, on December 1st, 2009

E nzo’s students frequently won most of the competitions they entered, including regional
school competitions, eisteddfods and board examinations from various national and international music
associations.

T he reasons for his students’ successes were due primarily to the technical instruction they
received from E nzo in how to play the instrument correctly, with the correct finger, bow, arm and violin
positioning. This formed a critical foundation to the way his students would approach playing the violin
in future years.

W hilst most of E nzo’s students were of high calibre, students that impressed during their
time at the Studio in South Africa were William Chin, Michelle Hsu (In-Cha), Ayesha Sedat, Roxanne

V. Oudsthoorn, Marco Bernandis, Eriel Huang and many others.

Michelle Hsu &William Chin
receiving competition awards in South Africa, early 2000’s

R oxanne Van Rheede Van Oudtshoorn,

one of

E nzo’s

former students was recently

reviewed by a South African online daily, Roodeport NorthSider, about her passion for music and the
violin, where she mentions M aestro L o C astro as her inspiration.

“Fourteen-year-old violinist wins national competition”, July 4, 2016
Young, talented and with a passion for music – Roxanne van Rheede van
Oudtshoorn is a force to be reckoned with, especially when armed with a bow
and violin.
Since the age of four, Roxanne began to play the violin after being encouraged
by her grandmother, an accomplished violinist who wanted to see whether she
had the talent or not.
Roxanne took to the instrument and was taught by her grandmother and then an
Italian Maestro, Vincenzo Lo Castro, who then built the foundation of her
musical talent. She performed in many little concerts, weddings, and eisteddfods.
It was when she turned eight that Roxanne began her solo career. She has
performed in an orchestra in the Cape, the KZN Philharmonic, the Johannesburg
Philharmonic, and the Johannesburg Symphony Orchestra.
Now at the age of 14, Roxanne has competed in and won the National Eisteddfod
of South Africa (NEA). Roxanne’s mother, Colette, explained that they did not
know the NEA existed. Having moved up from Durban, they were not familiar with
the Johannesburg competitions. “We didn’t even know there was prize money
involved,” Colette van Rheede van Oudtshoorn added.
Roxanne won the eisteddfod against all the other participants countrywide from
other categories and walked away with a total amount of R15 000 for achieving
in her own category and winning the NEA.

R oxanne Van Rheede Van Oudtshoorn

Listen to the winning piece, Zigeunerweisen, a musical composition by the
Spanish composer Pablo de Sarasate:
Zigeunerweisen, said to be a challenging piece, was a choice inspired by her late
Maestro Lo Castro. Roxanne is now under the guidance of concertmaster for
the Johannesburg Philharmonic orchestra, Miroslav Chakaryan.
Roxanne aims to create a small group of musicians to play at weddings in the
future as she enjoys performing. “I still get nervous every time I have to perform
but I still enjoy doing it. I enjoy the journey music has taken me on. It has really
opened many doors. I have been able to touch people’s hearts and bless them
with my instrument,” Roxanne said.
While continuing with her home-schooling, Roxanne has completed Grade 8 in
violin, the highest grade in music, and works towards the final music exam where
she can specialise in teaching or performance.
https://roodepoortnorthsider.co.za/224777/roxanne-plays-first-fiddle-2/
Author: Amy Ingram

Maestro Lo Castro with a young William Chin & Ayesha Sedat

W illiam Chin, one of E nzo’s most promising former students was reviewed by a South
African online daily, IOL, about his passion for music, the violin and his upcoming activities in 2011.

W illiam was under instruction for many years with M aestro L o C astro.
“Young violinist’s chance to show pluck”,
August 9, 2011
A Durban schoolboy is looking forward to playing the
violin in the prestigious Young Performers Concert
next month.
William Chin, a Grade 11 pupil at Clifton School, was
selected last month and will perform with the KwaZuluNatal Philharmonic Orchestra in the annual
concert.

W illiam Chin

“I’m looking forward to playing with the orchestra in
front of a full audience,” the 17-year-old said. “It’s also
a bit nerve-wracking because you have to do your best
and impress the crowd.”

“I’m looking forward to playing with the orchestra in front of a full audience,” the 17-year-old said. “It’s also a bit nerve-wracking
because you have to do your best and impress the crowd.” The Young Performers Concert is an initiative by the KZN
Philharmonic and the South African Society of Music Teachers to provide a platform for young performers to rehearse and
perform with a professional orchestra under Russian conductor Naum Rousine.
“It gives young musicians exposure and the chance to perform with an orchestra, something that a lot of young musicians don’t
get a chance to do,” said Diana Bell, a spokeswoman for the orchestra. “It’s also an incentive for music teachers to give their
pupils something to work for.” The concert will take place on September 3 at the Durban Playhouse Drama Theatre.
Chin auditioned for the concert last week, where he was judged by a panel of four music professors, “I plan to play a piece
called The Gypsy, but I will have to do a lot of practising.”
Chin has been playing the violin for seven years. After being influenced by 12-year-old South African violin star and a close family
friend, In-Cha, Chin began taking violin lessons in 2004. “I saw her playing when she was young, and that really inspired me to
play myself,” he said. In-Cha released her first album, Violin Superstar, in 2008.
“I love playing the violin because it allows me to express my feelings through music,” said Chin. “I try to practise for at least one
hour a day.” Chin has also begun playing the ukulele, a Hawaiian guitar-like instrument. “I started learning a month ago, and I
can already play three songs,” he said.
In 2007, Chin came third in the Sanlam National Music Competition, held for musicians under the age of 15. This also earned
him an honours award at Clifton School. Chin will matriculate next year, and plans to make a career in music. “If I can’t make it
as a professional musician when I finish school, I’d like to become a music teacher,” he said.
https://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/young-violinists-chance-to-show-pluck-1114290
Author: Laea Medley

Two newspaper cuttings below highlight the budding musical career of a young Eriel Huang, and here
numerous achievements under the auspices of Maestro Lo Castro

As quoted above, “After studying violin for four years with Professor
Lo Castro, Eriel has a collection of more than 30 trophies and
certificates to her credit.”

As quoted right, “She started violin lessons in 1993 with
Professor Lo Castro at the Durban Music and Ballet School
and won the Lo Castro award for most promising junior violin
player in 1993 and 1994. In 1994 Eriel was a winner at the
Queensburgh Festival

of

Arts

and in 1995 she won the

Durban Music and Ballet School Junior music Bursary.”

M ichelle Hsu, together with W illiam Chin was one of E nzo’s most promising and talented former
students. As her career advanced she would become known as In-Cha where her interest in mixing
classical violin with modern music became her signature offering, making her a young and popular
international artists. M ichelle Hsu was under instruction for many years with M aestro L o C astro.

Biography, Last.fm (summary)
From the moment that she can remember “Art” has
always played a role in shaping who little In-Cha is. But
it is the art of music which has had the most impact on
who she is and what she stands for.
In-Cha started playing the piano at the age of 4, but fell
in love with the violin after going to a concert with her
mom at the age of 6. This resulted in her Mom securing
private tuition lessons for her with the renowned
Professor Vincenzo Lo Castro.

M ichelle Hsu, as In-Cha

Classical Achievements - In addition to being the
youngest South African to pass her Grade 8
“Associated Board of Royal Schools of Music” classical
violin examinations with a distinction In-Cha has also a
number of achievements under her belt…

She was awarded first place in her age category for both the 2005 and 2006 Queensburgh festival. She performed in the
showcase concert of the National Creative Arts Youth Festival at the Elizabeth Sneddon Theatre. In June 2005, she performed
as the youngest soloist at the Reiding Concerto in Cape Town with the Hugo Lambrechts Youth Orchestra. In April 2005 she
performed with the KZNPO in the April 2005 Youth Performers Concert. She was also selected to perform in the National Youth
Concerto Festival at the Durban City Hall in September 2005.
In-Cha was one of the 8 finalists at the 2005 Sanlam music competition and received a 95% pass for grade 7 Ethekwini Eisteddfod
in September 2007. On the 7th of October 2006 she performed the all 3 movements of the Vivaldi Concerto Grosso with the
KZNPO in the last night of the proms in the Durban city hall with conductor Richard Cock. On the 18th November 2006, In-Cha
performed again with the KZNPO for the Rotary Charity Fund. In-Cha was the winner of the violin category at the 2006 Kwa-Zulu
Natal classic performers’ music competition, participant age group 10 years to 18 years old.
In-Cha has also performed with the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra at the RMB Starlight Classic in 2007. In September 2007
In-Cha won the “Strings” segment at the Sanlam National Music Competition and was the overall second place winner. These
performances have steadily built a credible reputation and fan base for this Durban based solo violinist particularly within the
classical music fraternity. But as In-Cha best describes, she is only 11 years old and is therefore also exposed to all other musical
influences that impress upon, most children her age.
Chin has been playing the violin for seven years. After being influenced by 12-year-old South African violin star and a close family
friend, In-Cha, Chin began taking violin lessons in 2004. “I saw her playing when she was young, and that really inspired me to
play myself,” he said. In-Cha released her first album, Violin Superstar, in 2008.
https://www.last.fm/music/In-Cha/+wiki

M arco Bernandis, another of E nzo’s talented students receives a Gold Diploma on the 30th
August 1995 at the Natal Eisteddfod in Durban, held by

The Natal Society For Advancement Of

Music.

M arco Bernandis was place first by the Adjudicator with an 85% pass mark

Marco Bernandis

S ky Van Heyzen, another of E nzo’s pupils is awarded a Merit Pass in 2002 from The
Associated Board Of The Royal Schools Of Music.

Skye Van Heyzen

A young Enzo in the 1950’s, Italy

M aestro L o C astro believed it to be a great privileged to have had the opportunity of
working with some of the greatest virtuoso Violinists, Pianists and Conductors of the 20th Century over
a period of four decades.

The list below represents a selection of musicians Enzo toured and played with during
his decade’s long career as a Master Violinist.

Brief introductions have been included for each person of significance to

Enzo for

convenience. Detailed information on their lives and repertoires are available online and is suggested
reading.

It is significant to understand that all the individuals Enzo studied and performed with
influenced him profoundly in a variety of ways.

E nzo’s style, interpretation and technicality of play were derived from the
great virtuosos of the age, and hence a critical part of how Enzo played and taught
the violin to his students.

David Fyodorovich Oistrakh,

30 September 1908 - 24 October 1974

A renowned Soviet classical violinist and violist. Oistrakh collaborated with major orchestras and musicians from many
parts of the world, including the Soviet Union, Europe, and the United States.

He was the dedicatee of numerous violin works, including both of Dmitri Shostakovich's violin concerti, and the violin
concerto by Aram Khachaturian.

He was born in the cosmopolitan city of Odessa, Ukraine (then part of the Russian Empire) into a Jewish family, and, at
the age of five, young Oistrakh began his studies of violin and viola as a pupil of Pyotr Stolyarsky.

In his studies with Stolyarsky he became very good friends with Iosif Brodsky, Nathan Milstein and other great violinists
with whom he collaborated numerous times after achieving fame since their beginnings as fellow students at Stolyarsky School.

In 1914, at the age of six, Oistrakh performed his debut concert. He entered the Odessa Conservatory in 1923, where he
studied until his graduation in 1926. In the Conservatory he also studied harmony with composer Mykola Vilinsky.

His 1926 graduation concert consisted of Bach's Chaconne, Tartini's Devil's Trill Sonata, Rubinstein's Viola Sonata, and
Prokofiev's Violin Concerto No. 1 in D major.

Oistrakh is considered one of the preeminent virtuoso violinists of the 20th Century.

David Fyodorovich Oistrakh

Yehudi Menuhin,

22 April 1916 - 12 March 1999

An American-born violinist and conductor who spent most of his performing career in Britain. He is widely considered
one of the greatest violinists of the 20th century.

Yehudi Menuhin was born in New York City to a family of Lithuanian Jews. Through his father Moshe, a former
rabbinical student and anti-Zionist, he was descended from a distinguished rabbinical dynasty.

Menuhin's first violin instruction was at age four by Sigmund Anker (1891–1958); his parents had wanted Louis
Persinger to teach him, but Persinger refused.

Menuhin displayed exceptional musical talent at an early age. His first public appearance, when he was seven years
old, was as solo violinist with the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra in 1923.

Persinger then agreed to teach him and accompanied him on the piano for his first few solo recordings in 1928–29.

Yehudi Menuhin

A photograph of Yehudi Menuhin with a personal signature
to Enzo written on a concert programme

Signed “Yehudi Menuhin”, 10 November

Yehudi Menuhin

Aaron Rosand,

15 March 1927 - Present

An American violinist, he studied with Leon Sametini at the Chicago Musical College and with Efrem Zimbalist at the
Curtis Institute of Music, where he has taught since 1981.

Particularly noted for his insightful and passionate performances of the romantic repertoire and his beautiful but not
syrupy tone, Rosand has recorded prolifically and appeared all over the world with many major orchestras and concert
organizations.

In the 1960s he performed often at Butler University's Festival of Neglected Romantic Music, resurrecting works that
had not been heard in decades and helping spearhead the Romantic Revival in music.

In an April 1970 review in The New York Times, critic Harold C. Schonberg wrote of Rosand that “Romanticism on the
violin had a rebirth last night in Carnegie Hall.”

In the 1970s he also completed three acclaimed tours of Southern Africa.

Aaron Rosand

A photograph of a young Aaron Rosand with a
personal note written to Enzo discussing his system
of use, and that was the “Russian System of
Bowing”. Rosand plays on the 1741 exKochanski Guarneri Del Gesu'.

Rosand writes to Enzo noting “Durban was fun”
(whilst playing on tour in South Africa), and
looks forward to visiting Italy soon. Signed on 1
March, 1970

Aaron Rosand

A personal note and signature to Enzo written on a concert programme,
“For Enzo, With kindness & Regards, Aaron Rosand”.
Signed “Aaron Rosand", on 26 December, 1967

Aaron Rosand

Salvatore Accardo,

28 July 1941 - Present

An Italian violinist and conductor, who is known for his interpretations of the works of Niccolò Paganini.
Accardo studied violin in the southern Italian city of Naples in the 1950s. He gave his first professional recital at the age
of 13 performing Paganini's Capricci.

In 1958 Accardo became the first prize winner of the Paganini Competition in Genoa. He has recorded Paganini's 24
Caprices (re-recorded in 1999) for solo violin and was the first violinist to record all six of the violin concerti by Paganini.

He has an extensive discography of almost 50 recordings on Philips, DG, EMI, Sony Classical, Foné, Dynamic, and
Warner-Fonit.

Notably, he has recorded an album of classical and contemporary works in 1995 on Paganini's Guarneri Del Gesu'
1742 violin, “Il Cannone”.

Salvatore Accardo

Henryk Szeryng,
A

22 September 1918 - 3 March 1988

Polish-Mexican violinist, he was born in Warsaw, Poland on 22 September 1918 into a wealthy Jewish family. The

surname "Szeryng" is a Polish transliteration of his Yiddish surname, which nowadays would be spelled "Shering" in the modern
Yiddish-to-English transliteration.

Henryk started piano and harmony lessons with his mother when he was 5, and at age 7 turned to the violin, receiving
instruction from Maurice Frenkel.

After studies with Carl Flesch in Berlin (1929–32), he went to Paris to continue his studies with Jacques Thibaud at the
Conservatory, graduating with a premier prix in 1937.

Henryk Szeryng

A photograph of a young Henryk Szeryng with a personal
note written to Enzo on the underside as translated

“For Enzo Lo Castro, a cordial memory of

Henryk Szeryng

Henryk Szeryng, March, 1960”

Nathan Milstein,

13 January 1904 - 21 December 1992

A Ukrainian-born American virtuoso violinist. Widely considered one of the finest violinists of the 20th century,
Milstein was known for his interpretations of Bach's solo violin works and for works from the Romantic period.

He was also known for his long career: he performed at a high level into his mid-80s, retiring only after suffering a
broken hand.

Nathan Milstein

A photograph of a young Nathan Milstein with a personal
signature to Enzo written on a concert programme

Nathan Milstein

“Milstein”
Signed, on 26 October, 1962

Itzhak Perlman,

31 August 1945 - Present

An Israeli-American violinist, conductor, and music teacher. Over the course of his career, Perlman has performed
worldwide, and throughout the United States, in venues that have included a State Dinner at the White House honouring Queen

Elizabeth II, and at the Presidential Inauguration of President Obama, and he has conducted the Detroit Symphony Orchestra,
and the Westchester Philharmonic. In 2015, he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Perlman was born in Tel Aviv to a Jewish family in 1945, and first became interested in the violin after hearing a
classical music performance on the radio.

At the age of three, he was denied admission to the Shulamit Conservatory for being too small to hold a violin.
He instead taught himself how to play the instrument using a toy fiddle until he was old enough to study with Rivka
Goldgart at the Shulamit Conservatory and at the Academy of Music in Tel Aviv, where he gave his first recital at age 10.

He moved to the United States to study at the Juilliard School with the violin pedagogue Ivan Galamian and his
assistant Dorothy DeLay

Itzhak Perlman

Arthur Grumiaux,

21 March 1921 - 16 October 1986

Born in the Belgian town of Villers-Perwin, on 21 March 1921, Grumiaux was only three years old when his grandfather
urged him to begin music studies. He entered the conservatoire in Charleroi at the age of six; the normal entry age was eleven. He
studied violin and piano there until the age of eleven, when he graduated and moved to the Royal Conservatoire in Brussels to
study violin.

He variously has been described as having made his debut in Brussels at the age of 14, or in 1935, although his debut is
more commonly said to have occurred in 1940. This performance was made in Belgium with the Brussels Philharmonic playing
Mendelssohn's concerto.

Due to the German invasion of his homeland, he next played publicly after liberation in 1945 with the Allied military
entertainment organisation, making his London debut later that year. In 1949 he was appointed professor of violin at the Brussels
Conservatoire where he had once studied. He debuted in the United States in Boston, in 1951, and toured the United States in the
following year.

In 1973 he was created a baron by King Baudouin of Belgium for his services to music.

Arthur Grumiaux

Ida Haendel,

15 December 1928 - Present

Is a Polish-British violinist. Haendel was a child prodigy. Her career spans over seven decades. She became an
influential teacher.

Born in 1928 to a Polish Jewish family in Chełm, her talents were evident when she picked up her sister’s violin at the
age of three. Major competition wins paved the way for success. Performing the Beethoven Violin Concerto, she won the Warsaw
Conservatory's Gold Medal and the first Huberman Prize in 1933.

At the age of seven she competed against towering virtuosos – the likes of Oistrakh and Neveu – to become a laureate
of the first Henryk Wieniawski Violin Competition in 1935

These accolades enabled her to study with the esteemed pedagogues Carl Flesch in London and George Enescu in Paris.
During World War II she played in factories and for British and American troops.

In 1937 her London debut under the baton of Sir Henry Wood brought her worldwide critical acclaim, and began a
lifelong association with the Proms, where she has appeared 68 times

Ida Haendel

Yuri Braginsky,

Unknown - Present

Professor at the Royal Conservatory of Mons since 1994, Yuri Braginsky has studied violin with Glesarova, Z. Gilels, A.
Gertler, Y. Neaman, T. Varga, W. Schneiderkhan and J. Rissin; he also benefited from H's artistic guidance. Szering, B. Goldstein,
L. Kogan and Y. Menuhin.

Winner of six international violin competitions, including the Paganini, Sibelius and Kreisler competitions, he has been
a member of juries for national and international competitions and has given numerous masterclasses in various countries.

Yuri Braginsky has played as a soloist with leading Belgian orchestras and internationally renowned orchestras
(London Symphony, Royal Philharmonic, BBC Philharmonic, and Russia's Grand State Orchestra) with conductors such as S.
Rattle, Ch. Groves, J. Pritchard and A. Vedernikov. Yuri Braginsky played for many years on the prestigious violin offered to him
by H. Szeryng.

His current instrument is a Giambattista Guadagnini, 1772.

Yuri Braginsky

A personal note and signature to Enzo written on a concert programme,
"With my very best wishes, Y Braginsky". Signed “Y Braginsky".

Yuri Braginsky

Leonid Kogan,

14 November 1924 - 1 August 1997

Was a preeminent Soviet violinist during the 20th Century, many consider him to be among the greatest violinists of the
age and representatives of the Soviet School of violin playing.

Kogan was born in Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine, the son of a photographer who was an amateur violinist. After showing an
early interest and ability for violin playing, his family moved to Moscow, where he was able to further his studies.

From age ten he studied there with the noted violin pedagogue Abram Yampolsky.
Kogan studied at the Central Music School in Moscow (1934–43), then at the Moscow Conservatory (1943–48), where
he studied as a postgraduate (1948–51).

At the age of 17, and while still a student, he performed throughout the USSR. He was co-winner of the first prize at the
World Youth Festival in Prague. In 1951, Kogan won first prize at the Queen Elizabeth Competition in Brussels with a dazzling
performance of Paganini's first concerto that included an outstanding interpretation of Sauret's cadenza.

His official debut was in 1941, playing the Brahms Concerto with the Moscow Philharmonic in the Great Hall of the
Moscow Conservatory.

Leonid Kogan

A personal note and signature to Enzo written on a concert programme,
Signed “Leonid Kogan ", on 11 October, 1963

Leonid Kogan

Arthur Rubinstein,

28 January 1887 - 20 December 1982

Was a Polish American classical pianist. He received international acclaim for his performances of the music written by
a variety of composers and many regard him as the greatest Chopin interpreter of his time. An illustrious career, Rubenstein went
on to play in public for eight decades.

Rubinstein was born in Łódź, Congress Poland (part of the Russian Empire) on 28 January 1887, to a Jewish family.
At age two, Rubinstein demonstrated perfect pitch and a fascination with the piano, watching his elder sister's piano
lessons. By the age of four, he was recognised as a child prodigy. His father had a predilection for the violin and offered Rubinstein
a violin; but Rubinstein rejected it because he thought his instinct was for harmony and polyphony.

The Hungarian violinist Joseph Joachim, on hearing the four-year-old child play, was greatly impressed, telling
Arthur's family, "This boy may become a very great musician - he certainly has the talent for it... When the time comes for serious study, bring
him to me, and I shall be glad to supervise his artistic education."

On 14 December 1894, seven-year-old Arthur Rubinstein had his debut with pieces by Mozart, Schubert and
Mendelssohn. Rubinstein went on to become one of the greatest pianists of the 20th Century.

Arthur Rubenstein

A concert programme initialised by Rubenstein with the initials A personal signature to Enzo written within on a concert
programme. Signed “Arthur Rubenstein”, on 16 March,
"A.R." for Enzo
1959

Arthur Rubenstein

Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli,

5 January 1920 - 12 June 1995

An Italian classical pianist. He is considered one of the greatest pianist of the 20th Century.
The perfection of his art is recognised by every critic. The harmony and the composure of his executions are proverbial
and the sound research is brought at the highest levels.

His importance in piano history is comparable to that of other great performers like Emil Gilels, Vladimir Horowitz,
Sviatoslav Richter, Artur Rubinstein and Glenn Gould.

Arturo Benedetti Michelangeli

Sviatoslav Richter,

20 March 1915 - 1 August 1997

Was a Soviet pianist of Russian-German origin, and generally regarded as one of the greatest pianists of the 20th
Century. Richter is known for the depth of his interpretations, his virtuoso technique, and his vast repertoire.

At an early age, Richter was an excellent sight-reader and regularly practised with local opera and ballet companies.
He developed a lifelong passion for opera, vocal and chamber music that found its full expression in the festivals he established
in La Grange de Meslay, France, and in Moscow, at the Pushkin Museum. At age 15, he started to work at the Odessa Opera, where
he accompanied the rehearsals.

On March 19, 1934, Richter gave his first recital, at the Engineers' Club of Odessa; but he did not formally start studying
piano until three years later, when he decided to seek out Heinrich Neuhaus, a famous pianist and piano teacher, at the Moscow
Conservatory. During Richter's audition for Neuhaus (at which he performed Chopin's Ballade No. 4), Neuhaus apparently
whispered to a fellow student, "This man's a genius".

In 1949 Richter won the Stalin Prize, which led to extensive concert tours in Russia, Eastern Europe and China. He gave
his first concerts outside the Soviet Union in Czechoslovakia in 1950.

On February 18, 1952, Richter made his sole appearance as a conductor in the world premiere of Prokofiev's SymphonyConcerto for Cello and Orchestra in E minor, with Mstislav Rostropovich as the soloist.

Having received the Stalin and Lenin prizes and become People's Artist of the RSFSR, he gave his first tour concerts in
the USA in 1960, and in England and France in 1961.

Sviatoslav Richter

A personal note and signature to Enzo written on a concert programme,
"For Enzo Lo Castro, with many wishes, S Richter".
Signed “S Richter ", on 11 October, 1962

Sviatoslav Richter

Claudio Abbado,

26 June 1933 - 20 January 2014

One of the most celebrated and respected Italian conductors of the 20th century, particularly in the music of Gustav
Mahler, he served as music director of La Scala opera house in Milan.

Abbado

also served principal conductor of the London Symphony Orchestra and principal guest conductor of
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.

Abbado also become the music director of the Vienna State Opera, founder and director of Lucerne Festival Orchestra,
music director of European Union Youth Orchestra and principal conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic orchestra.

Claudio Abbado

Riccardo Muti,

28 July 1941 - Present

A renowned Italian conductor, Muti holds two music directorships: the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the
Orchestra Giovanile Luigi Cherubini.

Previously he held posts at the Maggio Musicale in Florence, the Philharmonia Orchestra in London, the Philadelphia
Orchestra, the Teatro alla Scala in Milan and the Salzburg Whitsun Festival.

Muti has been a prolific recording artist and has received dozens of honours, titles, awards and prizes. He is particularly
associated with the music of Giuseppe Verdi.

Riccardo Muti

Maestro L o C astro had the great privileged of playing at iconic venues in both Italy and
South Africa whilst working with some of the greatest virtuoso violinists and pianists of the 20th
Century.

The list below represents a selection of primary venues Enzo

toured and played at

during his decade’s long career as a M aster violinist.

E nzo also spent many hours in professional recording studios, predominantly at the
RAI in Italy, as first violin, recording with both classical musicians and commercial
musicians and groups, such as A bba.

La Scala,

Inaugurated 3 August 1778 - Present

Teatro alla Scala is an opera house in Milan, Italy. The theatre was inaugurated on 3 August 1778 and was originally
known as the Nuovo Regio Ducale Teatro alla Scala (New Royal-Ducal Theatre alla Scala). The premiere performance was
Antonio Salieri's Europa Riconosciuta.

Most of Italy's greatest operatic artists, and many of the finest singers from around the world, have appeared at La Scala.
The theatre is regarded as one of the leading opera and ballet theatres in the world and is home to the La Scala Theatre Chorus,
La Scala Theatre Ballet and La Scala Theatre Orchestra.

The theatre also has an associate school, known as the La Scala Theatre Academy (Italian: Accademia Teatro alla Scala),
which offers professional training in music, dance, stage craft and stage management.

La Scala, Milano, Italy

Sanremo Music Festival,

1st Edition Inaugurated on 29 January 1951 - Present

The Festival Della Canzone Italiana Di Sanremo (in English: Italian song festival of Sanremo) is the most popular Italian
song contest and awards, held annually in the town of Sanremo, Liguria, and consisting of a competition amongst previously
unreleased songs. Usually referred to as Festival di Sanremo, or outside Italy as Sanremo Music Festival or Sanremo Music Festival
Award, it was the inspiration for the Eurovision Song Contest.

It is the music equivalent to the Premio Regia Televisiva for television, the Premio Ubu for stage performances, and the
Premio David di Donatello for motion pictures, but with a longer history and contest associated with.

The first edition of the Sanremo Music Festival, held between 29 and 31 January 1951, was broadcast by RAI's radio
station Rete Rossa and its only three participants were Nilla Pizzi, Achille Togliani and Duo Fasano. Starting from 1955 all the
editions of the Festival have been broadcast live by the Italian TV station Rai 1.

From 1951 to 1976, the Festival took place in the Sanremo Casino, but starting from 1977, all the following editions were
held in the Teatro Ariston, except 1990's one, held at the Nuovo Mercato dei Fiori.

The Sanremo Music Festival is an annual event and at the time of writing it is in its 69th Edition for year 2019.

Ariston Theatre, Sanremo Music Festival 2017, 67th Edition, Sanremo, Italy

RAI Symphony Orchestra,

Inaugurated in 1931 as EIAR - Present

RAI National Symphony Orchestra (Italian: Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI di Torino) is an Italian symphony
orchestra, based in Turin and owned by the state radio and television company RAI. Its primary concert venue is the Auditorium
RAI in the Piazza Rossaro in Turin. All of the orchestra's concerts are broadcast on RAI Radio 3. The orchestra's current artistic
director is Ernesto Schiavi.

In 1931, EIAR, Italy’s newly-born public radio authority, founded its first symphony orchestra in Turin. Subsequent radio
orchestras were established in Rome, Milan and Naples, but in 1994 all four were merged as one, in Turin and under the name
“RAI National Symphony Orchestra.” The new ensemble’s opening concerts were led by Georges Prêtre and Giuseppe Sinopoli.

From 1996 to 2001 Eliahu Inbal held the title of Direttore onorario (honorary conductor) of the orchestra. Jeffrey Tate
was principal guest conductor of the orchestra from 1998 to 2002, and had the title of Direttore onorario until July 2011.

Rafael Frühbeck de Burgos was principal conductor of the orchestra from 2001 to 2007. Gianandrea Noseda was
principal guest conductor from 2003 to 2006. Since 2009, Juraj Valčuha has been principal conductor of the orchestra.
In June 2015, the orchestra announced the appointment of James Conlon as its next principal conductor, effective with
the 2016-2017 season.

The RAI Orchestra plays the annual MITO Settembre Musical Festival

SABC,

Inaugurated, 1 August 1936 - Present

The South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC) is the national public broadcaster in South Africa, and provides
19 radio stations (AM/FM), in addition to five television broadcasts to the general public.

The SABC Symphony Orchestra formed part of the public broadcaster.

SABC Symphony Orchestra
The SABC Symphony Orchestra has its origins in its three studio ensembles in Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town,
and the Municipal Orchestra of the Johannesburg City Council.

When the SABC centralised its broadcasting in Johannesburg, the future of the three ensembles were in doubt but at
the same time, the Municipal Orchestra of the Johannesburg City Council had been disbanded.

The SABC was able to form an orchestra of 80 musicians from these groupings in 1954, and while its main base was at
the Johannesburg City Hall, it would tour the country.

The orchestra would be led for many years by the SABC's head of music, Anton Hartman but had other conductors such
as Franceco Mander and Edgar Cree. There were also international composers such as Igor Stravinsky.

The SABC Junior Orchestra was also created and began in February 1966 under Walter Mony.

South African Broadcasting Corporation, Auckland Park, South Africa

KwaZulu-Natal Philharmonic Orchestra,

Inaugurated in 1983 - Present

The KwaZulu-Natal Philharmonic Orchestra (KZNPO) is a provincial and professional orchestra based in Durban,
South Africa. It was founded in 1983 under the name Natal Philharmonic Orchestra (NPO).

The KZNPO receives funding from the eThekwini Metropolitan Municipality, the National Department of Arts and
Culture, the KwaZulu-Natal provincial Department of Arts and Culture, South African National Lottery, the National Arts
Council of South Africa, the Rupert Music Foundation and various individual donors.

KwaZulu-Natal Philharmonic Orchestra are resident at the majestic Durban City Hall

Heritage Stage for Orchestral ensembles at the Durban City Hall

In Loving Memory of our dad, Vincenzo

